Guido Frick

Over the past three years, Guido Frick has driven 185,000 miles back
and forth acrass the American West. “| love the United States be-
cause It totally fulfiils rmy desire for big countryside,” says the 62-year-
old, German-born artist. I do not know a boring landscape here" As
that statement might suggest, Frick's oils of Wyoming, South Daketa,
Utah, and other wide-open spaces grab a viewer's interest with riy-
eting compasitions, expressive color choices, and passionately bold
brush strokes—a style he describes as "SC percent impressionistic
and 50 percent expressionistic.”

Abways talented in both writing and art, Frick began his career as
3 newspaper journalist and radio broadcaster in his native town of
“onstance. But a serlous car accident in his mid-20s caused him to
reassess his goals. He began to study painting, first ar the local art
academy and then. for two years in the early 1980s, in Idaho work-
shops taught by Russizn master Sergei Bongart. a valued mentor
whose Geathbed words to Frick in 1985 were, “Guido, keep painting.
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You are very talented,”

Frick has nat anly devotedly followed Bongarts advice ever since,
but he has also become a popular teacher himsell, offering more than
a dozen workshops a year across the U.S. Hisaim, he says, is to instill in
his students the same sense of purpose that is behmd his own works.
“It's the mood that attracts me, the emotions,” he says. “If you forget
your emotions. then you end up with 2 copy of nature, But combine
your visual impressian with your emational input. and you might have
a chance to create a piece of art”
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